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Mackenzie shows that there was good characterization in these 
plays, and that allegory is adapted "for the presentation of a 
moral lesson by means of the drama; .... in drama the al- 
legorical structure is the most direct means by which a single 
and connected lesson can be taught for the guidance of hfe. 
Every character has his course of action decided by his name, 
so that, once given the proper set of characters, the lesson works 
itself out inevitably." In our time, when the problem-play mo- 
nopolizes the stage, this special characteristic of the early morality 
plays may possibly have an influence in the revival, popularity, 
and imitation of the type. 



A Stepdaughter of the Prairie. By Margaret Lynn. New York: 
The Macmillan Company. 

Have you ever read a book that made you forget you were 
sitting by the library fire, or at best on a be-cushioned piazza ; 
that transported you bodily to the great stretches of open country 
where "breezes blow and flowers grow" — into God's great out- 
of-doors.' Miss Lynn's A Stepdaughter of the Prairie is such a 
book and as charming an example of its kind as it has been our 
good fortune to see. One feels the freedom and unlimited sweep 
of the great western plains before the book is well begun. All 
the picturesqueness and local color of this part of our country in 
an era now fast disappearing through increased population are 
retained in the ten or more autobiographical sketches that com- 
pose the volume. As a votive offering to the God of the 
Prairie, the book is both unique and delightful. But the 
atmosphere, however alluring, is not the only attraction. The 
body of the book is made up of little glimpses into the life of a 
happy family of children. The story of the adventures, diffi- 
culties, and aspirations of these six very normal youngsters is 
told so naturally that one is almost ashamed to laugh at their 
queer outlook on such miscellaneous things as elders, tramps, 
forbidden books, city relatives, and so on. It recalls, too, 
vividly the reader's own point of view not so many years ago. 
On every page or two there is a hearty laugh for those who are 
still young in spirit. The chapters (which were originally 
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printed as separate stories in tlie Atlantic Monthly) cover a 
range of objects bounded only by the interests of an active 
child's mind. Experiences in school and in the fairyland of 
books, vacation escapades and rainy-day amusements follow 
each other in rapid succession, and are all suffused with the 
glow of youthful enthusiasm and freshened by the prairie breeze. 
It is impossible to give even a vague idea of the fascinations of 
such a combination. The book must be read to be appreciated. 

W. S. Rusk. 

A Beginner's Star-Book. By Kelvin McKready. New York: G. P. 
Putnam's Sons. I2.50 net. 

Handsomely printed, splendidly illustrated with specially pre- 
pared plates and many useful charts, attractively and simply 
written, this volume should fulfil the hopes of the author in 
proving of service not only to the general reader but to classes 
in school or college, as a simple observation manual for supple- 
mentary use. From such authorities as Professor Max Wolf, 
director of the Konigsstuhl Observatory, Heidelberg; M. Puiseux, 
of the Observatory of Paris ; and Sir David Gill, the book has 
received the fullest endorsement both as regards its accuracy 
and its clearness of presentation. A pathetic interest attaches 
to this Beginner's Star-Book, for it marked the end of a useful 
and varied career. Kelvin McKready was the pen name of 
Edgar Gardner Murphy, a sketch of whom appeared in the Oc- 
tober issue of the Review. 



Plane Surveying. By W. G. Raymond. Cincinnati and New York: 
American Book Company. 

Already well and favorably known to surveyors and engineers 
alike, this book by Dean Raymond, now appearing in a new 
edition completely revised and brought up to date, will be 
heartily welcomed. Part of the subject-matter is rearranged 
and presented in attractive form ; as, for example, a new chapter 
entitled "Meridian, Latitude, and Time," and a new explanation 
of the coUimation adjustment of the transit. The volume is 
issued in pocket-book size, bound in leather with flexible cover. 



